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real contents, can we have any just measure of aberration
by which to try the claims of professed equivalents. I
propose, therefore, to hear, in the first instance, what the
Moral Sentiment has to say of its own experience; and
then, to let other faculties advance each its special pre-
tensions to be the original patentee and source of supply.
Thus will the Idiopsychological Ethics immediately follow
the Unpsychological which we have left behind, and pre-
cede the Heteropsychological which lemain for notice;
with the effect of placing the positive construction of
doctrine at the centre, midway between two wings of
critical analysis. The theories inviting examination under
the final head are fairly reducible to three. The scheme
of Epicurus and Bentham, which elicits the moral nature
from the sentient; that of Cudworth, Clarke, and Price,
which makes it a dependency on the rational; that of
Shaftcsbury and Hutcheson, which identifies it with the
aesthetic, practically exhaust the varieties of doctrine; all
others being mixtures or modifications of these leading
types. For, besides the sensitive, the cognitive, and the
admiring capacities of the mind, there exists no other into
which the ethical can be resolved.
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